Changing practice habits of King County obstetricians.
In 1987, all practicing King County, Washington obstetricians (N = 181) were surveyed to determine the impact of rising malpractice premium rates and the threat of litigation on their obstetric practices. Six percent of respondents anticipated closing their practices over the next year, which means an additional 520 deliveries will have to be absorbed into existing obstetric practices. Of the 71% who increased their professional fees in 1986, 90% attributed the increase to higher malpractice premiums and increased risk of litigation.